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What does society expect from education?
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What does society expect from education?

Three functions of education
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The Qualification Function
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The Allocation Function
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The Socialisation Function
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Harmony and conflict
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Two distributional concerns

EqualityEfficiency
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More skills, more qualifications
Equal opportunities to achieve 

skills and qualifications

Economic growth, low 

unemployment 

Equal opportunities to find 

employment, education gaps in 

earnings

More democracy
Equal representation and 

participation
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Important for policy makers

▪ Trade-offs between equality and efficiency?

▪ Trade-offs between functions? 

▪ The total package
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